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Events 

November 2nd: 2nd Grade 
Field Trip to the Aquarium, 
4th Grade Breadmaking 

November 8th: Schools 
Closed (Election Day) 

November 10th: Report Cards 
Distributed, PreK Conference 
Day 

November 11th: Schools 
Closed (Conference Day) 

November 14th-18th: 
American Education Week 

November 22nd: 5th Grade 
Eco-Trekkers Trip 

November 24th & 25th : 
Schools  Closed (Thankgiving 
break) 

28th Picture Day 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP UP WITH 
EES: 

@Edgemere_BCPS 

www.facebook.com/EdemereElementary 

Welcome Fall!  We have had a busy month of 
October, including an assembly featuring the Oriole 
Bird and our First Annual Halloween Parade.  The 
students were thrilled about both events!   I would 
like to thank you for your patience as we dismissed 
students safely after the parade.  We will be 
evaluating ways to streamline the dismissal process 
for next year.  I loved experiencing the joy of the 
students and I am already very excited about next 
year’s parade! 
 
The end of the first quarter has come to a close.  This 
year BCPS has implemented new Grading and 
Reporting policies and procedures.  Our teachers are 
working diligently with administration to ensure 
that we are evaluating and reporting student 
performance appropriately.   

 
During American Education Week, we will have two 
Grading and Reporting Parent Information sessions 
each day from 10:00am-10:30am and from 10:30am-
11:00am.  These sessions will include information 
about the new grading and reporting policies as well 
as the theories that are the foundation for the new 
policies.  
 
Our goal is to have all students gain a deep and rich 
understanding of the content.  As part of the new 
policy, students will have the opportunity to “redo” 
certain assignments in order to build their mastery of 
the content.  Parents will know which assignments 
are eligible for a redo by checking the BCPSOne 
grade book.  Eligible assignments will be indicated in 
parentheses.  The teacher will determine how and 
when students will show new learning.   
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All “redo” assignments will have a deadline set forth 
by the teacher, but will typically not extend beyond two 
weeks of the original assignment deadline.  Parents are 
encouraged to check the BCPSOne grade book 
frequently as well as review daily work that is sent 
home in student folders.  Your student may have less 
graded assignments, but will continue to have daily 
practice and feedback that may be recorded in the 
“nongraded” section of the grade book.  

We hope you will join us for American Education Week 
this year!  Please review the online flyer at 
https://www.smore.com/wrd9b for detailed events 
and daily visitation schedules.  We are excited to offer 
three parent-information sessions each day.  Parents 
may visit our Innovation Lab and engage in a mini 
challenge, learn more about our new grading and 
reporting policies, and attend a make-and-take session 
to gain resources for games, activities, and resources 
parents can use to extend learning at home.  We hope 
to see you there! 

-Jennifer Lynch, Principal 

 From Kindergarten… 

Well, it’s November and Thanksgiving is approaching 
quickly!  The Kindergarten teachers are so thankful 
for the hardworking students in their classes.  The 
students are thankful too.  Rylie N. is thankful that her 
friends share their materials with her and Isabella P. is 
thankful that everybody helps clean up their mess.  
Jayden M. said, “I am thankful for doing work 
because it helps me learn.”  And finally, Brooklynn G. 
stated, “I’s thankful for all these friends that I have 
and the nice teacher I have!”   

- The Kindergarten Team 

 

November Theme: Dreambox 
  
You may have heard your 
child talk about Dreambox. 
“What is it?” you ask. It is a 

standards-based math website 
at your child’s fingertips that is 
motivational and educational. 
As one of the digital resources 
on BCPS One, your child can 
access it at school and at home. 
This program is self-adjusting 
to meet the individual needs of 
every child. The lessons 
become more challenging as 
your child improves his/her 
math skills. 
  
The Dreambox Fall 2016 Math 
Challenge has started! The 
class that completes the most 
lessons wins some fantastic 
prizes as well as bragging 
rights! Please allow your child 
a chance to play at home. The 
competition starts October 24th 
and ends November 11th. 
  
May the lessons be ever in 
your favor! 

Technology Tips 

 

 

BCPS Magnet Program 

Magnet program applications are due Friday, November 18, 2016. Information on BCPS’ magnet 
program can be found at the following link:  

https://www.bcps.org/offices/omp/applyingToMagnet.html 

 

https://email.bcps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=VrNI1JZuIW881Ze0FeV8xd9Ssj6hzNtWsvx8ZZ3_FmO5EchZxwDUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.smore.com%2fwrd9b
https://www.bcps.org/offices/omp/applyingToMagnet.html
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Just because the days are getting shorter and the temperature has dropped, doesn’t mean we can 
stop exercising and become a couch potato.  With all the Halloween candy around and the 
Thanksgiving feast fast approaching, we need to exercise more now.  Here are some helpful, creative 
ideas to keep your family moving and staying healthy in the cold months ahead. 
 

THE DREADED “E”WORD AND HOW TO MAKE IT FUN 
When it comes to exercise, many of us think of it as a form of punishment. There are probably a lot of 
other things we would rather do than spend time at the gym, but in order for American’s to win the 
battle of the bulge we need to change our mindset. Think in terms of “activity” rather than “exercise.” 
Aim for at least 30 minutes (for adults) and 60 minutes (for children) of activity on most days of the 
week. Have fun and play – even grownups need to go out for recess, too! Here are some suggestions 
from www.mayoclinic.com:  

• Be creative! Take your child on a Huckleberry Finn adventure hike or a Nancy Drew mystery run 
around the block.  

• Play games – Tag, “cops ’n robbers”, and “Mother may I?” If you don’t remember the rules for 
these games, walk to the library and check out a book on games.  

• Unleash you inner animal - run like a gorilla, walk like a spider, hop like a bunny, and stretch like a 
cat!  

• Plan active family vacations – such as hiking, skiing, snorkeling, swimming, or camping. Take it a 
step further by bringing along a ball or Frisbee to sneak in some activity at rest stops.  

• Help make chores less tedious by turning them into contests: who can pull up the most weeds, 
collect the most trash, or shovel the most snow to build a snow fort!  

• Batting cages, bowling, and fast food play areas all count as activity.  
• Have fun exploring your local community – bike trails, family oriented health clubs, ice-skating or 

roller-skating rinks, etc.  
 

SNACK TIPS:  
• Keep fruits, vegetables, & yogurt on hand for quick, easy, & healthy choices.  
• Choose higher fiber and/or higher water-content foods. For example for 100 calories you can have 

either ¼ cup of raisins or nearly 2 cups of grapes – the grapes will fill you up faster and longer!  
• High protein foods can help decrease hunger and help you feel full longer. Choose reduced-fat 

cheese, yogurt, or tuna rather than potato chips.  
• Avoid the temptation to over-indulge by buying individual sized snacks or pre-portion your snacks 

ahead of time.  

• Take time to enjoy your food and remember it takes 20 minutes for your brain to 
recognize that you’re full.  

 
-Clara Urtes, Nurse 

 
 

 

                                               Nurse Clara’s Notes            
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From the Academic 
Committee 

Media Center Minute 

Thank you to all the families that participated in this 
year’s pumpkin decorating contest.  Your creativity 
is amazing!  It is wonderful to see our book 
characters recreated in such unique ways.  You can 
view photos of our entries on our school website  

http://edgemerees.bcps.org/staff_directory/special
_areas/mrs__bixby/  

Our units are finishing up and we will begin 
learning the following: 

Grade 5 – Focus on Newberry Award winning 
literature – What makes a great book great? 

Grade 4 – Intellectual Property and Creative 
Commons – What can I use freely on the internet 
and what is protected? 

Grade 3 – Plagiarism and Copyright – How can I 
protect what I create and how can I give credit to 
others for their creations? 

Grade 2 – Finding Just Right Books (focus on 
ebooks)– How do I know a book is just right for me? 

Grade 1 – Exploring Nonfiction – How do I find, 
read and enjoy a nonfiction book? 

Kindergarten – Fiction Far and Wide – What 
common themes can we find in fiction from many 
countries and how do those stories compare to 
stories we already know? 

Thank you to Alicia B and Kaylyn S. for being 

excellent library helpers this quarter.  For quarter 2, 
Brandon W. and Makayla M. will be helping in the 
library. 

We would also like to say thank you to our amazing 
Morning Announcements crew for quarter 1: Devin 
B., Yamuna P., Olivia C. and Dean H.  Our TV 
Studio crew for 2nd quarter will be: Mason S., Karina 
P., Kamryn W. and Tyler L.  

 

 

- Sandy Bixby, Librarian 

 

We LOVE Volunteers! 

Are you looking for activities to help 
your child with academics?  Well, 
you’re in luck!  During American 
Education Week, November 14th -18th, 
we will be offering make and take 
activities for you and your child to do 
together.  Check your child’s schedule 
for your visitation day along with a 
schedule for make and takes.  We look 
forward to seeing you! 

Counselor’s Corner 

During the months of November and 
December, our children will be 
displaying their very, best 
RESPECTFUL behaviors. We will be 
listening for all those “magic words!” 

  
In addition, I look forward to spending 
time with each and every class. Our 
IGE- 3s and pre- kindergarten students 
will discuss events that may lead to sad 
feelings and most importantly how we 
can comfort ourselves. Our 
kindergarten- 5th grade classes, will add 
more tricks to their bag, as we explore 
and role- play conflict resolution 
scenarios. 

-Michelle Coale, Guidance Counselor 

If you would like to volunteer in 
our school, you will need to 
complete an application a 
volunteer orientation training. It’s 

easy to do and all instructions are 
available here: 
http://www.bcps.org/communit
y/volunteer_info/ 

The application and training 
must be completed for each 
school year. 

We can’t wait to see you at EES! 

http://edgemerees.bcps.org/staff_directory/special_areas/mrs__bixby/
http://edgemerees.bcps.org/staff_directory/special_areas/mrs__bixby/
http://www.bcps.org/community/volunteer_info/
http://www.bcps.org/community/volunteer_info/
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Social Committee 

During the month of November, the social 
committee will host its annual food drive. 
November 14th-18th, you can collect can goods 
and non-perishable items and send it in with 
your child. All proceeds will go to our 
community. Also, Mr. Reaves will host a Fall 
sing-a-long on Monday, November 14th from 
5:30-6:00 p.m. All families are welcome! 
Finally, Edgemere Elementary spirit wear will 
be available for purchase; flyers coming soon.  

Thanks! 

 

School Hours and Student Safety 

Edgemere Elementary School opens at 8:45am 
for students who eat breakfast and 8:50am for 
all students.   In order to ensure the safety of 
our students we ask that parents refrain from 
dropping off students prior to 8:50am.  At 
8:50am our doors open and our staff is available 
to provide supervision for our students. 
Students are not permitted to be on school 
grounds or in the school building without 
appropriate supervision.  Our dismissal begins 
at 3:35pm and ends at 3:50pm.  All students 
must be picked up prior to 3:50pm unless 
students are participating in an organized after 
school activity. Thank you for helping ensure 
that we keep all students safe. 

 Trashy Fashion 

Mr. Flach would like to remind fourth and 
fifth grade students to bring in recycled 
materials such as plastic bottles, cardboard, 
aluminum cans, soda tabs, etc. for the “Trashy 
Fashion” art show. The “Trashy Fashion” 
show is a special combined peninsula project. 
Sparrows Point Middle and High School along 
with Chesapeake Terrace and Edgemere 
Elementary will design hats and clothing 
entirely out of recycled materials. The fashion 
show will be on December 2, 2016. 

 


